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ABSTRACT

With the declaration of the Ottoman State to enter World War | along with
the Central Powers on 5 November 1914, and after the declaration of public
mobilization, the Ottoman State sought to use everything is possible and all the
potentials of the states under its authority to strengthen its military capabilities.
For that on 7 November , 1914 the Sheikh Islam Khairi Effendi issued the
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fatwa of Jihad, followed by the declaration of the Ottoman Sultan, on the
eleventh of the same month, a statement urge to fight for defense of the
Ottoman Empire and Islam.

At the same time, the Ottoman government directed its efforts towards the
religious scholars in southern and central Iraq to discuss the situation of the
war and the call for jihad, which found clear acceptance, the most prominent
of which was the issuance of many fatwas of jihad and the formation of the
Mujahideen forces from among the sons of the tribes in Iraqg.

Through this research, we tried to answer several questions about the Iragi
position on the declaration of jihad. Why did the Ottoman Empire went to
declare jihad? And why focused its attention to the holy cities in Iraq? What is
the position of Iraqi religious scholars? How did the Iraqi citizens interact with
that call, what was the size of the response to it, and why? Was the Iraqi citizen
a role in the battlefields? What is its size and what are the consequences of it?
How was the position of the intellectuals group on the declaration of jihad? To
come up with the effect of all this on the Iraqi reality

Key words: Ottoman Empire, Iraq, World War 1, jihad
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Campaign, Enigma Books, New York.

—Kayali, Hasan, 1997, Arabs and the Young Turks. Ottoman Arabism and

Islamism in the Ottoman Empire 1908- 1918, University of California Press,

London.

—Wilson, Arnold T., Loyalties Mesopotamia 1914-1917 from the outbreak of

the War to the death of General Maude, Oxford University Press, London.
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