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Ethics constitutes a fundamental principle in the Quran. Following
faith, emphasis has been placed on virtuous ethics while discouraging
immoral conduct. History is one of the principal subjects that occupies
extensive coverage in the Quran. The Quran's purpose in discussing
history is not to refer to the minute details of events; rather, its objective
and the rationale for this emphasis are clearly defined: to derive lessons
and learn from historical events. Its discussion of historical figures aims
to make these personalities exemplars and pioneers in virtuous conduct,
or to serve as cautionary lessons whereby the consequences of their
wrongdoings become known as examples of ruin and downfall. The
Quran refers to the fate of previous nations, whose advancement was
attributed to their virtuous ethics and adherence thereto, while
conversely, the cause of their destruction and collapse resulted from their
wrongdoings and corruption in various aspects of life. The Quran has
established the foundation of human morality upon the principle of free
will and choice, because ethics is intrinsically connected to freedom and
human free will. If humans were not free in choosing their actions, they
would undoubtedly bear no moral responsibility. Therefore, upon careful
examination of the Quran, it becomes evident that it interprets history and
past events from an ethical perspective and seeks to give an ethical
orientation to historical events.
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