145

Journal of College of Education (60)(2)

Assit. Lectu. Khairiyah
Saadi Kareem

Department of Arabic
Language — College of
Education — Shaqlawa —
Salahaddin University —
Erbil — Kurdistan Region,
Iraq

Email:

khairiyah.kareem@su.edu.
krd

ISSN: 1994-4217 (Print) 2518-5586(online)

Journal of College of Education

0,,0 ISSN: 4217-1994 &
o

Available online at: https://eduj.uowasit.edu.iq Lon Coness

The Theme of the Quest in the Mirror of the Other: A Thematic
Approach to the Novel “By God, This Story is My Story” by Abdel-
Fattah Kilito

ABSTRACT

Keywords:

Theme, Thematic
Approach , Quest,
Abdel-Fattah Kilito

(SRS

Article info

Article history:

Received 10.May.2025
Accepted 30.Jun.2025

Published

25.Aug. 2025

This research aims to explore the theme of the quest in Abdel-Fattah
Kilito’s novel “By God, This Story is Mine” through a thematic approach,
utilizing the thematic method, which is considered both flexible in nature
and linked to psychoanalytic and philosophical practices. This allowed the
study to examine Kilito’s vision of his characters’ journey—a journey that
surpasses the “Other” toward what lies beyond. This reveals a mirrored
and reflective theme of the quest. The study seeks to gather all that falls
under the related theme of the quest and to explore the manifestations of
the “Other,” which appear in multiple forms and narratives. It discusses
the psychological perspective of the quest according to Kilito and draws
upon the mirror theory of the psychoanalyst Jacques Lacan. The
significance of this research lies in uncovering the writer’s indirect vision
through the unconscious thematic elements that the study attempts to
reveal.
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