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This research addresses the issue of patents for living organisms within
the framework of technological developments taking place in the field of
biotechnology, and the legal, ethical, and economic challenges resulting
therefrom at both the international and national levels. The study aims to
clarify the legal regulation governing patents for living organisms, the
scope and limits of such protection, and the extent of its adequacy. The
research adopts a descriptive and analytical approach by explaining the
concept of patents for various forms of life, in addition to examining the
relevant legal texts at the international and regional levels, particularly
the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights
(TRIPS), as well as the European Convention and the European Directive
on biotechnological inventions, alongside a number of national legal
systems such as those of the United States, Japan, and Iraq. The research
concludes by identifying the legal positions concerning the patentability
of living organisms, taking into account economic and ethical
considerations, while highlighting the absence of a unified international
legal framework that clearly regulates this issue. The study also
emphasizes the necessity of achieving a balance between encouraging
scientific innovation and protecting human dignity and ethical values,
and calls for the development of national legislation in a manner
consistent with the legal and ethical particularities of each state.
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