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This paper investigates how private libraries influenced, developed,
and contributed to scientific advancement in the Abbasid Era. Given that
libraries are instrumental in the development of civilizations, this paper
highlights this topic by examining how these resources impacted lives
and changed events. Libraries are indicators of civilized societies,
developed communities, and learned generations. Following these
premises, libraries represented turning-points in the course of Muslim
states and communities, particularly in the Abbasid era. Additionally,
libraries provided not only paper sources for information, but also diverse
resources of knowledge and science both in private as well as public
libraries. Therefore, this paper elaborates on the origin and development
of private libraries, their establishment, structure, content, infrastructure,
ownership, personnel, and the other components. To this end, the paper
tracks the development of libraries from the early Muslim caliphates,
represented by the Rashidun caliphs, to the late Abbasid era. Also, the
study aims to reveal the very origin of private libraries and how these
institutions were managed and owned by caliphs, ministers, princes, and
the rest of the other classes that owned libraries, to show how these
governing bodies supported, established, and assisted bibliographic
efforts, book-keeping, and bibliography provision in the Abbasid era.
Furthermore, the chronology of private libraries under the Muslim states
can reveal how the book and paper industry helped develop scientific
knowledge in the Abbasid era.
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