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This study examines sustainable urban development in the Raghiba
Khatoun district of Baghdad as a model reflecting the urban, social, and
environmental challenges facing Iraqi cities. Sustainable urban
development represents a fundamental pillar of comprehensive
development, aiming to achieve a balance between population growth,
urban expansion, environmental preservation, and improvements in
quality of life. Since the mid-twentieth century, Iraq has experienced
rapid demographic and urban transformations driven by population
growth and large-scale rural-to-urban migration, particularly toward
Baghdad, creating significant pressure on urban infrastructure and public
services. The study highlights the reality of Raghiba Khatoun and the
impact of urban encroachments that have negatively affected its urban
fabric, environmental conditions, and social structure. These challenges
have contributed to weakening social cohesion, urban identity, and spatial
justice. Furthermore, the research draws upon the principles of
sustainable development emphasized in international conferences,
particularly the human-centered approach that prioritizes social justice,
community participation, equitable distribution of resources, and
inclusive urban governance. The findings indicate that addressing the
urban challenges in Raghiba Khatoun requires integrated planning and
development policies that simultaneously consider urban, social, and
environmental dimensions. Such policies are essential for achieving
sustainable urban development capable of improving residents’ living
conditions, strengthening social stability, and promoting long-term urban
resilience. The study concludes with a forward-looking vision that may
serve as a practical framework for the sustainable redevelopment of
residential areas across Baghdad, contributing to more balanced and
inclusive urban growth.
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