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This study aimed to analyze the impact of fake news circulating on
social media on the spread of hate speech and extremism among
adolescents. It seeks to identify the factors that contribute to the spread of
fake news among this age group.

The study employed a descriptive-analytical approach, with data
collected using a questionnaire distributed to a random sample of 250
adolescents aged 13 to 18 who rely on social media as their primary
source of information. The questionnaire covered four main areas:
demographic information, a measure of exposure to fake news, a measure
of the impact of fake news, and a measure of hate speech and extremism.

The results showed statistically significant differences in the extent to
which adolescents were influenced by hate speech and extremism based
on their level of exposure to fake news, with a correlation coefficient of r
= 0.64 (p < 0.01), indicating a strong effect. The data also revealed a
statistically significant positive correlation between adolescents’
exposure to fake news and their level of adoption of extremist ideas, with
an average adoption score of 3.87 out of 5. It was also found that
adolescents who use platforms such as Facebook and Twitter are more
susceptible to fake news compared to those who use Instagram and
Snapchat, reinforcing the role of these platforms in shaping their opinions
and behaviors.

The study recommended the need to promote media literacy among
adolescents through school curricula, tighten oversight of fake news on
social media, and develop technological tools to monitor misleading
content. It also recommends involving families in guiding adolescents’
media consumption and promoting scientific research on the impact of
fake news, hate speech, and extremism.
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