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Abstract.

The South East Asian countries had witnessed several political developments that
affected its political structure and boundaries. The Sultanate of Brunei is considered
one of the oldest kingdoms in the South East Asia and was controlling a large swath
of lands, now part of Malaysia and the Philippines.Due to internal conflicts, the
European colonial expansion, and piracy, Brunei lost most of its land and is
currently considered become one of the smallest state in the South East Asia region.
This research aims at shedding the light on the political developments in Brunei,
including defining reasons and circumstances that led to the loss of a large area of
land, the role of external powers in this loss, and the efforts of the government of
Brunei to gain independence from Great Britain that led to issue of the first
constitution in 1959, which was considered the first step leading towards the
independence .

The research was divided into several sections. The first section describes the
geographical location of Brunei, which played a major role in creating an economic
benefit to the state. The second section describes the history of Brunei during the
economic control, which led to attracting the interests of the Europeans, especially
the Portuguese and Spanish. The third section includes a description of the British
presence in Brunei due to the importance of Brunei to the British interests in the
region. The fourth section describes the Japanese occupation of Brunei and its
influence on the political situation. Finally, the fifth section describes efforts of the
sultans of Brunei to gain independence, which led to the establishment of the
constitution in 1959, which concludes the research.
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