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Children and childhood remain largely understudied within cuneiform
studies. The reason for this is not the scarcity of data. On the contrary,
acc Kirkuk ording to preliminary estimations, about (1,500) cuneiform
texts within the corpus of approximately (100,000) written records found
in Southern Mesopotamia dating back to (3300-2000) B.C, offer insights
into lives of children. But information about them is unevenly distributed
across different text genres and laws in the history of Mesopotamia, and
this made more difficulty of the complexities of the Sumerian and Old
Babylonian covenants. Despite the abundance of written texts, we still do
not understand many details about how urban societies of Southern
Mesopotamia were organized. And the question remains: Who are the
children in legal, social, and ethnic terms? texts show they were children
of slaves, semi-free workers, prisoners of war. And deportees from far-
off lands, children of debtors, children dedicated to temples, as well as
orphans and foundlings. Public institutions fed them, dressed them and
provided with shelter. Although mostly legally free, these individuals
fully depended economically on their master-households, As the result,
their social mobility was severely restricted. Moreover, it appears that
they started working at the age of five or six. This is probably the earliest
evidence of child labor. Their living conditions resulted sometimes in
flight. Documents also record high numbers of deceased children,
implying high mortality rates. Here in this research, | focus on two
aspects about mentioning children, which are the legal materials
(Sumerian and Babylonian), and royal decrees within the third and
second millennium BC.
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