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Numbering system and its semantics in the Semitic writings and
inscriptions -Comparative study-

ABSTRACT

The topic of number is one of the oldest topics as old as human
civilization, as the phenomenon of counting is considered one of the
things that was born with human nature ... in order to differentiate and
compare between the one and the group, and by it we mean what is more
than one, that is, two, and then three and above. This method is used in
individuals, similes, and plurals, as the number that starts from three and
above is called the plural form in the language, or many.

The methods used by humans to carry out the counting process varied,
including the process of using fingers, which is one of the easiest and
closest methods to humans, using the fingers of the hands and toes, which
is the basis on which humans built the decimal system. The system of
counting with fingers developed and spread in Europe and Asia until the
Arabs distinguished themselves by inventing a special system for
counting. On the fingers, where the number was expressed in different
positions of the fingers on the hands, indicating much more numbers than
the number of fingers.

It can be said that the counting process generally consists of comparing
the things to be counted with the corresponding things that are familiar to
humans at that time. The requirements of life and its development on the
intellectual and cultural levels have called for man to come up with the
idea of an abstract number. After the number was a tangible thing that
could not be inferred without corresponding evidence, it has become an
abstract thing that can be known without any evidence.
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