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The Arabic language constitutes a vast scientific and intellectual
heritage, at the forefront of which stands the discipline of grammar
(nahw). This discipline was not confined merely to describing linguistic
structures and organizing grammatical rules; rather, it went beyond that
to earnest efforts aimed at justifying and rationalizing these rules. Such
justification, as demonstrated in classical works such as Ibn al-Warraq’s
*‘Tlal al-Nahw?*, 1s not simply an interpretive linguistic theory, but rather
a pragmatic persuasive act intended to establish an integrated
grammatical conviction. This conviction is constructed and employed in
a way that enables the addressee to benefit from understanding
grammatical relations.

This study examines the pragmatic persuasive dimension of grammatical
discourse through an analysis of issues related to the “nominative case of
the subject and predicate” as presented in Ibn al-Warraq’s *‘Ilal al-
Nahw*. The research adopts an argumentative pragmatic approach that
integrates linguistic and communicative dimensions. It focuses on
uncovering the argumentative mechanisms used in justifying grammatical
rulings and on how discourse is constructed on rational, logical, and
analogical foundations aimed at persuading the recipient to accept and
internalize the grammatical rule.

The analysis reveals that Ibn al-Warraq employed an argumentative
discourse characterized by various linguistic strategies, including
causation, exemplification, contrast, refutation of opposing views, and
the invocation of grammatical and linguistic heritage. The significance of
this study lies in offering a renewed reading of classical Arabic
grammatical texts, viewing them not merely as descriptive discourse, but
as dialogic and persuasive discourse intended to influence the recipient.
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