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The sociological perspective views crime as a social phenomenon,
and criminalization itself as a judgment issued by society on certain types
of behavior, regardless of legal texts. The importance of this study stems
from its attempt to identify and analyze the characteristics of organized
crime by employing a critical analytical approach.Organized crime
represents a profound challenge and a serious threat to national security
across many countries, as it weakens the effectiveness of law
enforcement and undermines state and societal institutions.Organized
crime has become a security, economic, and social threat, as it consists of
illegal activities. Fear of risks leads to the restructuring of society, the
emergence of new social movements, and changes in power structures,
especially since these risks do not recognize national borders. However,
Iraqi governments since 2003 have not been fully successful in
confronting and limiting the consequences of organized crime through
the measures adopted. This shortcoming is attributed to a range of
political, economic, and international factors, as well as weak legal
frameworks and the involvement of organized crime networks with
influential actors at local, regional, and global levels.This has negatively
impacted internal security and stability, making Iraq a fertile environment
for the spread of crimes, most notably corruption, drug trafficking,
terrorism, money laundering, and human trafficking. This study seeks to
present a clear depiction of crime within a society that can be described
as a “risk society,” a concept developed by the sociologist Ulich Beck.
By applying a sociological analysis, the study sheds light on these critical
issues that threaten the security and stability of both individuals and
society, and it concludes by proposing mechanisms and recommendations
to reduce and address the effects of this serious phenomenon.
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