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This study examines the legal framework of oil licensing contracts and
the oversight mechanisms governing them in Iraq, considering the
strategic importance of oil resources as one of the main sources of
national revenue and the legal issues arising from these contracts
concerning jurisdiction, conclusion, ratification, implementation, and the
protection of public funds and hydrocarbon resources. The research
problem concerns the adequacy of the Iraqi legal framework regulating
oil licensing contracts and the extent to which it provides effective
oversight while balancing the requirements of oil investment with
national sovereignty and the public interest. The study aims to clarify the
legal nature of oil licensing contracts, identify the authorities competent
to conclude and ratify them, and analyze the mechanisms of prior and
subsequent oversight, while drawing on selected comparative legislative
experiences. The study adopts a descriptive, analytical, and comparative
approach based on the analysis of relevant constitutional and legislative
provisions and specialized legal literature in Iraq and selected
comparative jurisdictions. The significance of the study lies in identifying
shortcomings in the Iraqi legal framework and proposing legislative
approaches that may strengthen oversight, transparency, and the
protection of oil resources. The study concludes that the Iraqi legal
framework requires a more integrated and clearer legislative structure
regulating oil licensing contracts and precisely defining the competent
authorities and oversight mechanisms. It also emphasizes the importance
of strengthening prior and subsequent oversight and developing
procedures for contractor selection and contract ratification in accordance
with the rule of law and the constitutional principle of public ownership
of oil resources.© 2026 EDUJ, College of Education for Human Science, Wasit University
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