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ABSTRACT

The theme of death is a central theme in Arabic poetry, capturing the
interest of poets for its religious, human, existential, and intellectual
dimensions. This theme has taken on multiple forms in poetic texts,
ranging from lamentation to contemplation, from heroism to loss.
These images have undergone semantic and aesthetic transformations
over the ages. With the development of poetic structure, poets began
presenting scenes of death, not as an abstract rhetorical theme, but rather
as a tangible event in which movement and emotion intertwine, and the
features of loss are manifested in vibrant, dramatic visual images.

In the Abbasid era, the experiences of Abu Tammam and al-Mutanabbi
emerged as two distinct poetic experiences, in which the aesthetic and
intellectual presence of the theme of death was intensified. Their
treatment of death occurred on several levels, most notably: the
descriptive scene, where death is evoked in a tangible, sensory image,
manifested through descriptions of the body, the state of those around it,
and the elements of time and place. This type of scene is considered one
of the most important expressive components in depicting death, due to
its ability to represent poetic emotion and embody meaning.
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