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ABSTRACT

The research aims to identify the concept of power that characterizes
countries, and the types of power affecting international relations. The
research touched on the concept of hard power, its sources and
applications. The research also addressed the concept of soft power. The
researcher used the analytical approach in studying the concept of power.
The complexity that occurred in the global system and the overlap in the
interests of major powers changed the balance for these countries, which
led to the emergence of many influential and ineffective international
players on the international scene. The United States of America can now
seek to increase its profits through optimal use of the concept of hard and
soft power in order to maintain its position in the international political
arena. This led to it adopting the idea of (smart power) in its foreign
policy as a policy that seeks to (combine hard power and soft power).
And the smart use of pressure when necessary, so that the use of smart
power will be a qualitative addition to America’s strengths to achieve its
goals in American national security Which is trying to exploit the
military and technological superiority of the United States of America to
achieve its goals and interests, regardless of the damage it causes to other
countries, and despite the clarity of smart power, hard power still has a
strong and effective impact on the international arena, especially with the
emergence of terrorist organizations such as ISIS, which Hard force must
be used against it to deter it from committing crimes against civilians, the
elderly, and children.
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