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This study highlights the social concepts of the ‘night’ of the residents of
Mesopotamia, who realized the nature of the universe, constellations,
planets, stars, and the sun and the moon and their effect on the daily life.
Moreover, they recognized the requirements of the day and the aspects of
the night that impacted their life in one way or another. Through the
cuneiform regarding day and night, we found that people had their
special view concerning ‘night’ in terms of religious and secular
dimensions. They had benefited from the appearance of stars and the
moon and had related many events — social, religious, or military — to
these phenomena. I chose to do this study in relation to ‘night’ due to its
importance in the thought and beliefs of people in Mesopotamia.

Since the cuneiform texts translated into other foreign languages are the
most important resources in this regard, |1 depended on them in the
current study. | divided the research into two parts. In the first part |
presented the ‘night’ in language and terminology and the words related
to it. The second part of the study includes the information related to the
‘night” and its connection to social life. The second part is further divided
into several sub-sections based on the detail of each theme.

The main sources used in the current study are the following:

A book by several authors entitled (The Assyrian Dictionary) that
includes twenty-one parts presenting thousands of cuneiform texts
translated into English. The cuneiform texts explain important
information about the civilization of Mesopotamia.

Lambert W.G books that include several foreign sources from which 1
got the information for this study.

Ancient Iragi legislations by Fawzi Rasheed who is specialized in
Ancient Iragi history.
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AFo Archiv fiir Orientforschung
ARM Archives royales de Mari
BBR H. Zimmern, Beitrdge zur Kenntnis der babylonischen Religion
BIN Babylonian Inscriptions in the Collection of J. B.
CAD Gelb, 1,J, and others, (1964ff),The Assyrian Dictionary ,Chicago.
CCT Cuneiform Texts from Cappadocian Tablets
CT Cuneiform Texts from Babylonian Tablets
Gilg Gilgames epic, cited from Thompson Gilg.
HSS Harvard Semitic Series
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JCS journal of cuneiform studies
LKA E. Ebeling, Literarische Keilschrifttexte aus Assur
LKU A. Falkenstein, Literarische Keilschrifttexte aus Uruk
OBO Orbis biblicus et orientalis
OBT Tell Rimah | S. Dalley, C. B. F. Walker, J. D. Hawkins, Old Babylonian Texts from Tell Rimah
OECT Oxford Editions of Cuneiform Texts
TCL Textes Cuneiformes du Louvre.
Thompson Rep R. C. Thompson, The Reports of the Magicians and Astrologers
UET Ur Excavations, Texts
YOS Yale Oriental Series, Babylonian Texts
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