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Imam Hussein ibn Ali (may God be pleased with him), the grandson of
the Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him) and the son
of Imam Ali ibn Abi Talib, is considered in Islamic Sufi sources to be the
supreme symbol of martyrdom and sacrifice for the sake of God. He was
born in Medina in Sha'ban of the fourth year of the Hijra, lived under the
care of his grandfather, the Prophet, for six years, and then participated in
Islamic battles such as the Battle of the Camel and the Battle of Siffin. He
was martyred in Karbala in the year 61 AH at the hands of the army of
Yazid ibn Mu'awiya. This research aims to elucidate Imam Hussein's role
in historical Sufi sources and to demonstrate his influence on Islamic
Sufism and its development. The researcher employs a descriptive-
analytical methodology. The study concludes that Imam Hussein is
considered an ideal Sufi model embodying the annihilation of the ego and
suffering for the sake of God. The philosopher Sanai describes him as a
martyr of a higher rank than all martyrs in the world, and Farid al-Din
Attar sees Hussein's sacrifice as a model for the Sufi who sacrifices
himself for the love of God, thus linking martyrdom and spiritual
sainthood in Sufism.
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