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This study concludes that Iraq’s human determinants constitute a
decisive variable for explaining patterns of power and stability from a
political geography perspective, as they shape the size of the state’s
available human resources and the nature of pressures on its institutions
and functions. The 2024 population census indicates a demographic
weight of approximately 46.1 million people with a relatively balanced
sex structure, providing Iraq with a broad human base that can be
transformed into a productive and developmental asset if effective
policies are in place. The indicators also reveal the predominance of
urban residence and an overall density of about 220 persons/km?,
reflecting spatial concentration that raises service costs, heightens cities’
vulnerability to crises, and necessitates more balanced urban and regional
development planning. The age structure confirms a youthful base and a
potential demographic dividend due to the predominance of the working-
age population; however, this remains contingent upon employment and
education policies and productivity enhancement, otherwise it may turn
into a social and economic burden. In terms of national integration, ethnic
diversity emerges as an influential factor in managing pluralism,
governance balances, and decision-making, which requires institutional
frameworks that ensure partnership and equitable distribution of
opportunities. Accordingly, the 1impact of human
determinants requires developing human capital and linking population
planning to governance reforms, labor-market policies, and spatially

maximizing

balanced development, thereby strengthening the state’s internal
resilience and enhancing its capacity to negotiate and build external
partnerships from a more effective position.
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