161

Journal of College of Education (64)(1)

ISSN: 1994-4217 (Print) 2518-5586(online)

Journal of College of Education

Available online at: https://eduj.uowasit.edu.iq

Dr. Hussein Abdul Ali
Ghailan Al-Rubaie

General Directorate of
Education in Maysan

Email:
husseinalrubaiey2@gmail.com

The Yugoslav Federation and the stages of its collapse 1989-2008

ABSTRACT

Keywords:

Yugoslav Federation,
independence, Civil
war, United Nations,

NATO

Article info
Article history:

Received 20. Feb.2026
Accepted 14. Apr.2026
Published 10. Aug.2026

The study examined the collapse of the Yugoslav Federation, its
stages, and the trajectory of its disintegration from 1989 through 2008;
the disintegration and fragmentation of the Yugoslav Federation and its
transformation into independent republics was one of the most significant
and complex historical events the world witnessed after the end of the
Cold War, and the end of the socialist bloc’s active role, as well as
Yugoslavia’s loss of significance within the Non-Aligned Movement—
which had played a vital and active role during the period when the world
was divided into two rival blocs. This process spanned the last decade of
the twentieth century and most of the first decade of the twenty-first
century, and went through numerous stages and obstacles, some of which
took a democratic path accompanied by many armed conflicts and acts of
violence; all in the pursuit of independence across the republics and
regions of Yugoslavia, which escalated into civil wars among the
constituent parts of the Yugoslav Federation, claiming many victims
among the population—including those killed, disabled, and missing—
not to mention forced displacement, the destruction of the country’s
infrastructure, and the deterioration of the economic situation.
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