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This study examines the dynamic interaction between tribal structures
and emerging political frameworks during the foundational stages of the
Islamic state, from the Meccan period to the Umayyad transition.
Employing a historical-analytical methodology complemented by a
sociological approach, and drawing upon critically edited classical
sources alongside modern scholarly literature, the research traces how
Islam reconfigured tribal loyalties within a centralized political contract
that merged religious legitimacy with institutional governance. The
analysis demonstrates how the Constitution of Medina and the Mu’akhah
(brotherhood) system functioned as early institutional mechanisms that
transformed tribal affiliation from a potential force of fragmentation into
a catalyst for social and political cohesion anchored by a supreme
authority. It further highlights the pivotal role of financial diwans, the
systematic stipend (‘ata’) regime, and the establishment of garrison towns
(amsar) under the Rashidun caliphs in severing administration from tribal
favoritism, consolidating direct fiscal and military centralization, and
restructuring collective identity. Confronting foundational crises such as
the Ridda wars and the First Fitna, the state did not abolish tribal
structures but progressively accommodated them through pragmatic
policies,
repurposed tribal solidarity and kinship networks as
administrative and military organization within a stable imperial
framework. The findings indicate that the formation of the Islamic state

culminating in the Umayyad model that institutionally
tools of

was not a radical rupture with pre-existing social realities, but a dynamic
adaptive transformation. By successfully channeling particularistic
loyalties into unified institutional allegiance, early Islamic leadership
offers a rich historical-analytical model for understanding state
formation, diversity management, and the balancing of central authority
with local particularities in classical political systems.
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