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The current research aims to identify the difficulties of teaching
science at the primary level from the perspective of male and female
science teachers in government primary schools affiliated with the
General Directorate of Education in Wasit Governorate/Al-Kut District
during the academic year (2025-2026). The study focuses on three main
areas: difficulties related to the curriculum, difficulties related to the
school environment and available resources, and difficulties related to
professional development and training. The research employed a
descriptive-analytical approach, and the sample consisted of 150 male
and female teachers. A questionnaire consisting of 30 items distributed
across the three areas was used, employing a five-point Likert scale. The
validity of the instrument was confirmed through expert review,
achieving a validity rate of 89%. Internal consistency coefficients ranged
from 0.61 to 0.88, and overall reliability using Cronbach's alpha was
0.93. The results showed that the level of difficulties in teaching science
was high, with an overall average of (4.03). Difficulties related to the
school environment and material resources ranked first, with an average
of (4.16). The most prominent of these was the lack of laboratories and
equipment necessary for conducting scientific experiments, with an
average of (4.71). Curriculum difficulties averaged (4.00), while
difficulties related to professional development and training reached
(3.94). The results also showed no statistically significant differences
attributable to gender, but differences were found based on years of
experience, favoring those with longer experience. The research
recommends providing laboratories and equipment, developing curricula,
and adopting continuous and specialized professional development
programs for science teachers.
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